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Science

Abastumani Astrophysical Observatory,
Academician Marina Gigolashvili is observing solar
protuberances

Felix Krimski, 1979
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Happy New Year 2015!

It is with great pleasure that I present this 2015 calendar, which is dedicated
to the theme of women in industry and technology. Photo materials provided
by the National Archives of Georgia depict women from our recent past who
have made significant contributions to the development of our country through
their work in different scientific and technical fields.

The Millennium Challenge Account - Georgia is currently implementing the
second compact funded by the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC).
MCC is helping Georgia address a major constraint to its economic growth
by supporting strategic investments to strengthen the quality of general edu-
cation, technical and vocational education and training, and higher education,
with particular emphasis on science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) disciplines. Because gender equality is an important objective for all
the Compact-supported projects, we dedicate our first calendar, for 2015, to
this topic.

Gender equality is important for our country’s development. Gender equality
means that men and women enjoy equal opportunities and working conditions.
Our country’s progress depends on equal involvement of both women and
men in all aspects of economic, political, social, and cultural development,
and equal access to social programs, opportunities, and resources.

The limited engagement of women in technical fields is sometimes attri-
buted to the lack of role models. The photographs presented in this calendar,
however, depict many examples of women who have successfully engaged in
technical fields.

With this calendar we are also marking 16 days of Activism Against Gender
Violence which runs from November 15 - International Day to Combat
Violence Against Women until December 10 - International Human Rights
Day, and is celebrated by millions of citizens and women’s rights defenders
each year.

We hope that the photographs in this calendar will stir your interest and serve
as a reminder that a woman can be successful in any field she chooses.

On behalf of the Millennium Challenge Account — Georgia, I wish you a
peaceful and prosperous year!

Best regards,
Magda Magradze

Chief Executive Officer
Millennium Challenge Account — Georgia
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